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16 Lands Taken For Hydro-electric Power Purposes 

The plans on the following pages were prepared by the Department of Survey and 
Land Information to illustrate the riparian lands of the Pouakani block adjoining the 
Waikato river which have been token for hydro-electric power purposes by the 
Crown, under the Public Works Act.  

Plan 1 shows the cadastral pattern prior to any taking of land by the Crown. This plan 
shows that no part of the banks of the Waikato river remained in the ownership of the 
descendants of the original owners of the Pouakani block. Pouakani No 2 block was 
formed out of lands purchased by the Crown in the 1890s and granted by the Crown 
in 1915 to Ngati Kahungunu people in exchange for the Wairarapa lakes.  

Plans 2A and 2B show that the Wairarapa Maori people lost 479 hectares (3.88% of 
their land holdings) as a result of takings by the Crown in 1949 and 1963 for the 
Maraetai and Waipapa HEP schemes respectively.  

Plans 2C and 2D show that though land upstream of the Maraemanuka stream was 
flooded by HEP works, this land (apart from Pouakani B6E) has never been taken for 
HEP purposes.  

Plan 3 shows land leased by the Wairarapa Maori people to the Crown for HEP 
purposes between 1949 and 1969. This is the site of the Mangakino township.  
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