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 FOREWORD 
 
The research report that follows is one of a series of historical surveys 
commissioned by the Waitangi Tribunal as part of its Rangahaua Whanui 
programme. In its present form, it has the status of a working paper: first release. It 
is published now so that claimants and other interested parties can be aware of its 
contents and, should they so wish, comment on them and add further information 
and insights. The publication of the report is also an invitation to claimants and 
historians to enter into dialogue with the author. The Tribunal knows from 
experience that such a dialogue will enhance the value of the report when it is 
published in its final form. The views contained in the report are those of the author 
and are not those of the Waitangi Tribunal, which will receive the final version as 
evidence in its hearings of claims. 

Other district reports have been, or will be, published in this series, which, when 
complete, will provide a national theme of loss of land and other resources by Maori 
since 1840. Each survey has been written in the light of the objectives of the 
Rangahaua Whanui project, as set out in a practice note by Chief Judge E T J Durie 
in September 1993. The text of that practice note is included as an appendix (app I) 
to this report. 

I must emphasise that Rangahaua Whanui district surveys are intended to be one 
contribution only to the local and national issues, which are invariably complex and 
capable of being interpreted from more than one point of view. They have been 
written largely from published and printed sources and from archival materials, 
which were predominantly written in English by Pakeha. They make no claim to 
reflect Maori interpretations: that is the prerogative of kaumatua and claimant 
historians. This survey is to be seen as a first attempt to provide a context within 
which particular claims may be located and developed. 

The Tribunal would welcome responses to this report, and comments should be 
addressed to: 

The Research Manager 
Waitangi Tribunal 
PO Box 5022 
Wellington 

 
 
 
 
 

Morris Te Whiti Love 
Director 

 

 iii 



Waitangi Tribunal 

 

 



 

 

 v 

 

 LIST OF CONTENTS 

Note: Chapters 1 to 6 were written by Robyn Anderson and 
chapters 7 to 12 by Keith Pickens. 

 
Foreword iii 
 
Introduction ix 
 
 
 PART I: 1840 TO 1870 
 
Chapter 1: Traditional History 3 

Sources 3; Pre-invasion status quo along the coast 4; Migrations and response, 1820 to 
1840 7; The battle of Waiorua 10; The role of Te Ati Awa, the Taranaki tribes, and 
Ngati Raukawa 11; The invasion of Wellington Harbour region 12; The impact of 
Ngati Raukawa’s arrival 13; The battle of Haowhenua 15; Wellington Harbour at 1840 
16 

 
Chapter 2: Alienation of Wellington–Porirua 19 

The New Zealand Company transactions 19; The Kapiti deed 21; The creation of the 
tenths 23; Maori reaction to sale 25; The Spain commission 27; Spain’s investigation 
of the west coast claims: Manawatu 29; Spain’s decision at Porirua 31; Private 
claims 32; The question of cultivations 34; The Hutt Valley 36; The Manawatu 
claim 38; The grant at Port Nicholson 39; Crisis in the Hutt Valley 41; The policy of 
Governor Grey 42; The fate of Ngati Rangatahi 43; Changing public policy 44; The 
Crown purchase of Porirua 45; The McCleverty commission 48; Impact on welfare of 
Maori in Wellington 50 

 
Chapter 3: McLean and the Rangitikei–Turakina Purchase 53 

Ngati Apa’s offer of sale and Government response 53; Tribal response to proposed 
Ngati Apa sale 55; The setting of reserves 58; Finalisation of purchase 61; The inland 
boundary 64 

 
Chapter 4: Searancke’s Negotiations as Land Purchase Officer, 1850s 69 

Negotiations in the Waikanae area 69; Upper Manawatu lands: Rangitane’s offer 71; 
The reaction of Ngati Raukawa 72; Setting the boundary of Rangitane interests 75; 
Problems of price 77; Negotiations reinstituted at Waikanae 78; Te Awahou 80; Wainui 
and Whareroa 83; Break in land negotiations 85 

 



 Contents 
 
Chapter 5: Featherston’s Purchases, 1860s 89 

Escalation of tension in Rangitikei–Manawatu 89; The death of Taratoa 91; 
Muhunoa 93; Ahuaturanga purchase completed 95; Rangitikei–Manawatu: Ihakara 
agrees to sell 97; Sale negotiations 1864 to 1865 99; Attempted intervention by 
general government 103; Purchase deed, December 1866 108 

 
Chapter 6: The Native Land Court in the Rangitikei–Manawatu 113 

The Himatangi hearing 113; The claimants’ case 114; The Crown’s case 117; The 
finding of the court 122; Reaction to the court’s finding 123; Remaining dissentient 
claims in the Rangitikei–Manawatu 124; Akapita’s hearing 127; The decision of the 
court in the second hearing 130; Discussion on the court’s finding 134; McLean’s 
intervention 137 

 
 
 PART II: 1870 TO 1970 
 
Chapter 7: Horowhenua 1869 to 1871 145 

Introduction 145; 1869: Whatanui’s heirs 146; 1870: Kupe 149; 1871: crisis at 
Kouturoa 152; 1871: Tamihana’s petition 157; 1871: Travers commission 159 

 
Chapter 8: Kukutauaki 1872 to 1885 165 

Introduction 165; 1872: applications for title investigations 166; 1872: survey of 
coast 168; 1872: advances on the land 180; 1872: hearing at Foxton 187; 1873: 
Kukutauaki judgment 198; Crown land purchases 1873 to 1881 203 

 
Chapter 9: Ngati Raukawa and Horowhenua 1873 to 1924 213 

Introduction 213; 1873: Horowhenua judgment 214; 1873: applications for 
rehearing 218; 1873: Te Puke’s stand 221; 1874: Hunia’s arraignment 225; 1874 
settlement 226; Ngati Raukawa petitions 1880 to 1924 228; 1200-acre block and 
reserves: 1874 to 1898 237; The 80-acre block: 1896 to 1912 252 

 
Chapter 10: Muaupoko and Horowhenua 1873 to 1956 257 

Undivided land 1873 to 1886 257; Divided land 1886 to 1896 259; Buller and Kemp 
1897 to 1899 268; Lake Horowhenua 1898 to 1856 271 

 
Chapter 11: Ngarara 1873 to 1904 283 

Ngarara 1873 to 1888 283; Native Affairs Committee hearing 1888 285; Ngarara 
commission 1888 288; Puckey’s refusal 290; Ngarara and Waipiro Further 
Investigation Act 1889 292; Ngarara rehearing, January 1890 to June 1891 293; 
Ngarara petitions 1891 to 1904 296 

 
Chapter 12: Horowhenua County 1885 to 1970 301 

Introduction 301; The Wellington–Manawatu Railway 302; Population changes 1881 
to 1936 304; Livestock and agricultural production 304; Horowhenua acquisitions 
1886 to 1929 306; Other Crown acquisitions 1891 to 1959 308; Public works 309; 
Kapiti Island 1897 to 1965 312; Railway and private purchases 1882 to 1919 313; 
Waifs and strays: the 1960s 315; Final comment 319 

 
 

 vi 



 Contents  Contents
 
Appendix I: Practice Note 321 
 
Appendix II: Summary of Claims 323 
 
Bibliography 327 
 
 
 
 LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS 
 
AJHR   Appendices to the Journals of the House of Representatives 
AJLC   Appendices to the Journals of the Legislative Council 
ATL    Alexander Turnbull Library 
BPP    British Parliamentary Papers: Colonies New Zealand (17 vols, Shannon, Irish 

 University Press, 1968–69) 
CCJWP   Crown Congress Joint Working Party 
ch    chapter 
CMS    Church Missionary Society 
CT    certificate of title 
DNZB   Dictionary of New Zealand Biography 
doc    document 
DOSLI   Department of Survey and Land Information 
encl    enclosure 
fn     footnote 
JALC   Journals and Appendices of the Legislative Council 
JPS    Journal of the Polynesian Society 
MA    Maori Affairs 
MA-MLP-W Maori Affairs – Maori Land Purchase Department – Wellington 
MB    minute book 
NA    National Archives 
NLC    Native Land Court 
NLP    native land purchase 
NZJH   New Zealand Journal of History 
NZLR   New Zealand Law Reports 
NZPD   New Zealand Parliamentary Debates 
OLC    old land claims series 
p     page 
pt     part 
s     section (of an Act) 
sec    section (of this report, or of an article, book, etc) 
sess    session 
SLC    Surplus Lands Commission 
TCD    Maori Deeds of Land Purchases in the North Island (H H Turton (comp), Wellington, 

1877) 
TPD    Maori Deeds of Old Private Land Purchases (H H Turton (comp), Wellington, 1882) 
WP    Wellington provincial government series 

 

 vii 



 

 

 viii 

 

 Rangahaua Whanui districts 



 

 

 ix 

                                                          

 

 INTRODUCTION 
 
The following report outlines the history of land alienation in Wellington, the Hutt 
Valley, Porirua, Waikanae, and the Rangitikei and Manawatu districts. The period is 
approximately 1840 to 1970. Jane Luiten prepared an earlier exploratory study.1 

As the footnotes indicate, the great majority of the documents used in this study 
are official papers of one kind or another. When Maori viewpoints are described, this 
is either at second hand or from translated letters contained in the files of the 
National Archives. 

 
1. J Luiten, ‘Whanganui ki Porirua’, claim Wai 52 record of documents, doc A1 



 

 

 

 


